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M(JR@% Dlain Ones Pr

N the stage you may think Mr.
O ILeon Errol is the funniest man
you've ever keen—with the

funnist legs, funniest eyes funniest

prows. Altogether he is perhaps ti

funniest inebriate who e€Ver stag-
gered before the American footlighls,
In the past dozen years he cas played
drunken sallors, husbands, pho-
tographers, cowboys. Last week, In

“Hitchy Xoo 1918" he reached the
highest point of his low

With almost con-

comedy Aart
as a drunken chef,
tinuous laughter through fourteen
gcenes of merriment In the
Hitchcock Mr. Errol’'s kitchen
scene—with the baby

of Mr. Hitchcock's and Ray Doole)

new

revue,

carriage SCE

—stays longest in the memory. Mr
Errol never has to speak to give I
laughs. The fact s, his gu
through ‘Hitchy Xoo 1918" e
mean a thing.

Now you may think that
Errol would walk away with the per-

if he’'d been
gpeak:

g lven gom®
but

formance

witty lines to T've jus

been talking with this eccentric mai

backstage, s&fter his performance;
and I belleve that to glve him good
lines would be painting the lily. Be
cause pantomime, situations

“stage business” are his hobbies an
theories. Because talk on the stag
seems to him superfluous any

And because—getting down to 1ihe

personality of a Very mperson
man—when Leon Errol talks he dos
want to be funny,

Like every comedian from Moliere
down, Leon Errol ls dead serious o
His mind
dunction—he produced the entire ed
“Hitchy Koo 1818"—tnd as

you may well know, production is s¢

the stage. turns to. pro-
tion of

rious business

It was as a producer that Mr Errol
talked last night. It seems that for
twelve years he has had his own
ideas: along this line, "I've beer

studylng, or rather

scenic effects, stage types. 1've
watching the doom of comedy,
its conventional plots and
‘asides’”

“When I went whh Mr, Ziegfeld,”
Mr. Errol relates, “I learned a great
deal, For plcking out beauty for the
siage, no one can beat Mr. Ziegfe

“But . you've got some beauties of

observing, color
been
with
lengthy

your own in “Hitchy Koo.""”
“Ah, but they weren't picked for
beauty,” declared Mr. Errol “No;

while I'm an admirer of Ziegfeld's
idens of production
are different, I don’t belleve in pretty
girls."”

“You don’t belleve in pretty glirls?"

: “No; 1 prefer them to be intelligent.

| ean make an Inte/ligent girl look
pretty. Most beauties haven't an idea
in their heads. I've had twelve years’
experience trying to train them. They
look well on the stage, but I can make
2 homely girl look exactly as well,
with proper clothes.”
“Then you believa
womenT" p
¢ “Every tlme. Any woman can look
beautiful in the proper clothes and

in clothes for

eolors. (T .never get costumes for a
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“Plotless pla €
esting to audiences,” 0

“That's paradox, but | £
reason 1 that a plotless 1 &
more speed, Also, of com e
variety

“Like a rille bill?"

“Only that actors in a revue have to
be versatile, They must appear In
more than one act through the eve-
ning, you know., Then again, a revuse
has to ha some sort of ‘cohesion.

“You like

revue

“1\.do I believe that the intimate
musical revue, such as Mr. Hitcheot
sponsors, will de velop into a ing
forran of stage entertainment It

will be typleally and
American—and this is the
duction I want to be

“But what of your

)
actor

exclusively
sort of pro-
identified wlith

ambitions as an

Comedy suits me
yvou have to understand
much of a comedian.’

“Would you care to play tragedy?

“No. I'm more interested in teach- ’
ing others to play whotever's to be
played in a Hitchcock revue.”

And by all indications, Leon Errol
iz even more interested still in cast-~ 1
ing, costuming, ataging and supervis- ﬁ
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Wally was nine that year and in the
second grade, though he should
have been in the fourth. Most people
in town knew that he had difficulty
in keeping up. He was big and
clumsy, slow in movement and
mind. Still, Wally was well liked by
the other children in his class, all
of whom were smaller than he,
though the boys had trouble hiding
their irritation when Wally would ask
to play ball with them—or play
any game for that matter in which
winning was important.

Most often they would find a way
to keep him out but Wally would
hang around anyway—not sulking,
just hoping. He was always a helpful
boy, a willing and smiling one, and
the natural protector, paradoxically,
of the underdog. Sometimes if the
older boys chased the younger ones
away, it would always be Wally
who'd say, “Can’t they stay? They're
no bother.”

Wally fancied the idea of being a
shepherd with a flute in the Christ-
mas pageant that year, but the
play’'s director, Miss Lumbard,
assigned him to a more important

. role. After all, she reasoned, the
Christmas 19 Innkeeper did not have too many

agc . A : .

@ Mrs. Dina Donohue is @ senior editor

of ‘Guideposts’ magazine, living in
Woodside, New York. She also teaches
at St. David's Christian Writers’ Confer-
ence, Pennsylvania. This article is re-
printed by permission from ‘Guideposts’

magatzine, (©)1966 by Guideposts Asso-
ciates, Inc., Carmel, New York.
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